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HOW TO PLAY YOUR

CHANNEL MASTER

MODEL 6545

6-TRANSISTOR PORTABLE TAPE RECORDER

2-WAY PLAY: BATTERY-OPERATED OR AC







OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Your unit will operate off of either of the following power supplies:
e Channel Master AC adapter (available optional equipment)
o 6 C size batteries

TO INSERT BATTERIES:

. Turn recorder upside down.

. With a coin loosen battery cover lock (V4 turn)

. Place 3-C size batteries in each plastic tube, following the diagram on the
printed sheet in the bottom of the battery case.

. Insert the loaded tubes as indicated, on top of plastic tab, leaving a portion of
excess tab out for subsequent easy removal of batteries.

5. Replace battery cover and lock.

6. To check battery condition:
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A. Turn recorder right side up.

B. Press ""Play’ button

C. Note “'Indicator'’ on left side of Control Panel. Needle should be in blue
area of line marked "'BaT7"". If needle is in “'Red"” area a battery or bat-
teries may have been inserted improperly (reversed), or the batteries
are weak.

TO THREAD TAPE:

1. Open tape cover (Black section hinges)

2. Place empty reel on right hand side
with Side #1 facing up. The numbers
are molded in the reel and are a con-
venience for identifying your record-
ings. Place full reel on left side with
#1 facing up.

3. Thread as per Fig #1

4. Make one or two turns by hand on the
take up reel to insure tension. Shiny |TAPE HEADS
side of tape should always face cap- [(L!FT TO REMOVE COVER)
stan. < FIG.]

SPLIT PIN

SHINY SIDE OF TAPE

TO RECORD BY MICROPHONE:

1. Plug mike into socket marked mic on control panel of recorder.

2. Set Volume Control on #4 (Temporary setting).

3. To set recording level (volume): Depress Remote Control Button located on
mike and push toward position marked OFF. This will prevent tape from
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TO RECORD FROM TELEPHONE:

To record both ends of a telephone con-
versation place plug from telephone pick-
up (provided) in socket marked Mic,
place suction cup of pickup coil on ear- ’-‘&@’
piece of telephone and follow normal s?
recording procedure. FIG.3
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TO CHANGE TAPES:
Your tape recorder is equipped with a two track recording head, therefore you
are using one-half of the tape width at a time. After recording one side, the reels
can be turned over to side #2, rethreaded and further recording made. The
system is similar to spool type 8mm movie cameras.

TAPE TYPES:
1. Your tape recorder is designed to use (and is provided with two) 314" reels.
2. Tapes for use with this machine are available in various thicknesses and
materials. Generally speaking the thicker the tape, the fewer amount of

feet on a reel, and thus less playing time per reel. The chart below will
provide a guide in selecting tape thickness.

Thickness Santc- | tanctet | Spenicd
STANDARD 300 FT. 314"
15 Mil 334 IPS 15 Minutes 17 IPS 30 Minutes
1 Mil 334 IPS 11 Minutes 175 IPS 22 Minutes
115 Mil 33 IPS | 7.5 Minutes 1% IPS | 15 Minutes
NEW 600 FT. 314" REEL
14 Mil 334 IPS 30 Minutes 17 IPS 60 Minutes

Tapes are played on both halves, therefore doubling above playing time of
tape.

TAPE SPEED

Your tape recorder is designed for two speeds: 334 inches per second (IPS)
and 17 IPS. The faster speed (334) is primarily used in recording music.
The slower speed is primarily used to pick up lectures, conversations, etc.
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TO CHANGE TAPE SPEED:
Lift panel covering reels. Remove metal sleeve from capstan (Fig 1) to
change speed to 17 IPS. Replace metal sleeve on capstan for 334 IPS. The
metal sleeve is removed by simply pulling straight up. The split-pin located
above the reels (Fig. 1) is for storing the metal sleeve when recording at
17% IPS.

TO MEND A BROKEN TAPE:
1. Fig 4a—Overlap broken ends with
shiny side up and cut diagonally.
2. Fig 4b—Match both ends with shiny
side facing up, then apply splicing tape
on shiny side.

SHINY SIDE

3. Fig 4c—Trim excess tape. Do not put
tape on dull side.

FIG.4

FOOTAGE INDICATOR:

Located on the hinging reel cover is a relative footage indicator to help
determine specific locations on the reels and to indicate time remaining
on reels. The markings are in percentage of a full reel—thus 10 equals a
full reel and 6 equals 609, etc.

TO ATTACH CARRYING STRAP:

1. Place large section of hole in clasp of strap over protruding stud in
recorder, (Fig 5).

2. Use force to press in and slide toward small end of hole. (Fig 6).

FIG.5 FIG.6




OPERATING HINTS

. TO CHECK BATTERY CONDITION
Press “Play"” button and read “Batt" section of level indicator. The
needle should be in the blue area for correct operation. Needle in red
area indicates batteries need replacement. (Note: No tape need be
in machine when checking battery level.) Rundown batteries will cause
tape recorder to run slower and when recording is subsequently played
back on fresh batteries the recording will sound distorted.

. TO LENGTHEN BATTERY LIFE
The Channel Master #6592 A.C. adapter is recommended. This will
enable the machine to run on normal house current. This optional piece
of equipment is available at your Channel Master Dealer.

. FOR BEST FIDELITY
Erase previously recorded tapes before recording. Remove mike, turn
volume off. Press Play and Record buttons, run tape completely thru
machine. Tape is now absolutely clear.

. When storing recorder for a long period of time or using AC adapter
continuously—remove batteries, as even the best batteries will deteri-
orate in time and cause damage to the recorder.

. It is a good practice to clean the tape heads occasionally with ‘“Tape
head cleaner'' available at your dealer (see Fig 1).

. To prevent damage to the motor, always use ‘‘Stop” button before
changing direction of tapes—thus use “‘Stop' before changing from
“FWD'" to ""REW'" etc.

. Whenever listening to a recording be sure you do not have the silver
“Rec"" button depressed as this will automatically erase the current
recording.

- Do not hesitate to write '"Channel Master Radio Service Department’'
for any additional information.
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